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FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FOREHOE  & HENSTEAD 
NORFOLK 


For  the  year  ended  3 1st .December, 1958 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958, 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  24,910  compared  with  24,630 
in  1957,  an  increase  of  280„  There  were  more  deaths  registered  than  live 
births,  many  fewer  than  in  1957  when  there  was  an  excess  of  67  deaths.  A 
real  increase  by  emigration  must  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ... 

Resident  mid-year  population,  1958 
Registrar  General)  . . . ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1958)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ... 


• • On*  009 

(as  estimated  by 

ooo  0 0 4 © o o 

ooo  OOO  ooo 

ooo  OOO  ooo 

OOO  ooo  ooo 


...  69,939 

...  24,910 
. . . 8 ,024 
...£164,152 
...  £660 


WEATHER 


C 0 NDITIONS 


The  year  1958  will  be  remembered  for  its  heavy  rainfall,  mainly 
in  the  so-called  summer  months  and  its  great  lack  of  compensatory  sunshine. 

January  was  largely  cold  and  foggy  while  February  had  more  than 
double  the  normal  amount  of  rain  with  heavy  snowfalls  and  deep  drifts 
towards  the  end  of  the  month.  March  was  also  unusually  cold  with 
February's  drifts  remaining  until  about  the  16th.  of  the  month. 


April  began  cold  and  dry  with  air  and  ground  frost,  but  by 
the  middle  of  the  month  warmer  westerly  winds  gave  a welcome  increase 
in  temperature  which  remained  high  for  the  rest  of  the  month. 

May  was  warm  on  the  whole  but  many  thunderstorms  greatly 
increased  the  rainfall  and  Whitsun  weekend  had  1.18"  of  rain. 

June  was  60  hours  short  of  sunshine  and  very  heavy  rainfall 
affected  growing  crops  and  turned  the  Royal  Norfolk  Showground  into  a sea 
of  mud. 


July  was  the  wettest  since  1950  but  did  have  a short  spell  of 
real  summer  weather  in  the  second  week.  August  showed  the  same  pattern 
of  high  rainfall  and  little  sunshine  and  as  a holiday  month  was  a very 
great  disappointment. 

September  was  better  with  less  rain,  higher  temperatures  and  more 
sunshine  than  usual.  October  was  a much  drier  month  but  persistent  grey 
skies  kept  the  sunshine  total  below  the  average. 

November  continued  rather  cold  and  dull  but  there  was  less  rain, 
while  in  December,  the  rain  increased  although  it  was  a little  warmer  with 
continuing  grey  skies. 

To  svun  up,  in  1958  the  rainfall  was  3"  above  the  normal  and 
specially  unpleasant  because  of  localised  very  heavy  storms.  Sunshine  was 
below  the  average  and  the  summer  months  were  a disaster  which  affected 
holiday-makers  and  harvesters  alike. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  «.. 

O O 0 o O 0 

164 

203 

367 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 o 0 0 0 o 

2 

4 

6 

166 

207 

373 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

0 o o o • 

• • • 

14.98 

Birth  rate  adjusted  for  age  and 

sex 

0 6 0 0 o 

• 0 ♦ 

16.02 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

(England  and 

Wales) 

• o • 

16.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  ... 

O 0 O O © o 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

o o o o o o 

2 

— 

2 

5 

4 

9 

Rate  per  l,000iive  and  still  births 

o © • o o 

• o • 

23.5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (England  & Wales) 

• o o 

21.6 
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Male  Female  Total 

DEATHS  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190  186  376 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  15*09 
Death  rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  ...  ...  7.85 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales)  11,7 


INFANT  MORTALITY  Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age. 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


♦ o * 

o o o 


o © o 

o © o 


o or 

9 0 0 


0 0 9 

COO 


2 

Nil 


2 4 

Nil  Nil 


Totals  o o o 


2 


2 4 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under 
one  year  per  1,000  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  & Wales) 

Neo- natal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths 
under  four  weeks  per  l,0CPlive  births) 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 


0 9 0 • • O 


10.7 

o o . ...  22 . 6 


...  « • • 


8.04 


0.0  0.0 


10.9 


Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Nil 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  ...  ...  0.80% 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  (England  & Wales)  ...  ...  4.9% 


Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy, 

childbirth  and  abortion)  ....  ...  Nil 


Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births 


Nil 


These  tables  show  that  1958  was  again  a healthy  year  from  the 
point  of  view  of  population,  the  birth  rate  Taeing  about  equal  to, 
while  the  adjusted  death  rate  remained  much  below, the  national  figures. 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Neo^natal 

period 


Sex 
( Male 
( Female 
( Female 


Age 

45  minutes 

1 day 

2 days 


Cause  of  Death 

Atelectasis  and  prematurity 

Anencephaly 

Prematurity 


Male  4 months 


Broncho  pneumonia  and 
gastro-enteritis. 
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PREMATURE  BIRTHS 


Total  number  of  premature  births  . „ . 13 

Number  of  deaths  due  to  prematurity  ...  2 

The  infant  deaths  shown  above  were  due  to  unavoidable  congenital 
conditions  in  3 cases  and  all  of  these  occurred  within  the  first  2 days 
of  life  while  one,  aged  four  months,  was  caused  by  a preventable  chest 
and  bowel  infection.  This  case  came  from  a problem  family  and  the  fatal 
issue  was  probably  largely  due  to  very  poor  maternal  care.  Although 
prematurity  was  recorded  in  13  infants,  all  but  2 of  these  survived. 

This  is  the  smallest  number  of  infant  deaths  ever  recorded  in 
the  district,  giving  a record  low  infant  mortality  rate  of  10.7  per 
1,000  live  births. 

There  was  one  more  stillbirth  than  last  year  but  the  survival 
rate  of  those  born  alive  was  very  good  indeed.  Again  this  year,  there 
were  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 

These  records  demonstrate  once  again  a very  high  standard  of 
infant  care  and  maternal  health  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  mothers 
themselves,  their  doctors  and  the  nursing  service. 

DEATHS  UNDER  40  (Excluding  infants  under  1 year) 

There  were  8 deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and  40,  the  same 
number  as  in  1957.  The  causes  of  these  early  deaths  were  as  under:- 


Accidental 


Road  o o e 

o o o 

o © o 

o e o 

2 

(males  both  aged  36) 

Burns  (complicated  by 

tetanus)  ... 

1 

(male  aged  15) 

Fractured  skull 

o o o 

© o o 

© 0 © 

1 

(male  aged  14) 

Gross  Mental  Defect 

o o o 

o o o 

0 o o 

2 

(males  aged  4 and  15) 

Malignant  Disease 

o o o 

o o o 

O O 0 

2 

(females  both  aged  38) 

The  four  youngest  of  this  group  were  all  of  school  age  or 
under,  2 of  them  suffering  from  a gross  degree  of  mental  defect  incom- 
patible with  long  life.  The  other  2 were  avoidable  deaths.  The  first 
was  due  to  burns  from  fireworks  exploding  in  a pocket,  the  condition 
being  complicated  by  the  onset  of  tetanus  which  proved  fatal.  The 
second  case, a fracture  of  the  skull , was  caused  by  a stone  thrown  during 
play.  Active  immunisation  against  tetanus  might  have  saved  the  first 
case  and  severer  penalties  for  stone-throwing  could  have  prevented  the 
second. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  road  accidents  caused  the 
premature  death  of  two  men  at  the  age  of  36  at  the  most  vigorous  time  of 
their  working  life. 


(4) 


It  is  of  special  note  that  no  fatal  case  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  in  this  age  group  and  not  one  case  of  death  from 
tuberculosis. 


AGE  GROUPS  (Deaths  from  all  causes) 


Age 

Infants 

Pre- 

School 

Working  Life 

Pensionable  Age 

Groups 

under  1 

School 

Age 

15-40  41-50  51-65 

66-75  76-85  86-95  95+ 

Totals 

4 

1 

1 

6 10  57 

83  147  63  4 

It  will 

be  noted 

that  79 

.2%  of  all  deaths 

occurred  over  the 

age  of  65,  57%  over  75  and  17.8%  over  85.  A total  of  73  deaths  were 
registered  during  working  life,  57  of  these  being  between  the  ages  of 

51  and  65. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Registrar  General) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Me as leg 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

- 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

3 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

7 

7 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

27 

17 

44 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

32 

50 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

8 

35 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

6 

9 

Other  heart  diseases 

36 

45 

81 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

17 

32 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

13 

11 

24 

Bronchitis 

5 

6 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  cf  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

10 

- 

10 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

10 

22 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

3 

6 

9 

Suicide 

- 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

190 

186 

376 

<5) 


There  were  3 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared 
with  1 death  in  1957„ 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

There  were  8 male  and  3 female  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  compared  with  17  male  and  2 female  deaths  last  year. 

Ages  at  death  - Males  only 
45-50  50-55  56-60  61-65  over  65  Total  (1957) 

1 1 - 3 3 8 17 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  many  fewer  deaths  from  lung  cancer 
in  1958,  the  total  number  being  8 compared  with  17  last  year.  However, 
it  should  be  noted  that  4 of  these  deaths  occurred  during  working  life, 
one  at  the  early  age  of  46  and  another  at  51.  With  the  expectation 
of  life  today,  this  was  a great  curtailment  for  these  men. 

GENERAL 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were  cancer  and  malignant 
disease  (66)  and  heart  and  circulatory  disease  (coronary  disease  35 
compared  with  41  in  1957). 


I 

N F E 

C T 

I 0 U S 

D I S E 

A S E 

Disease  N/K 

0-2 

3-4 

5-9  10-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

2 

3 

8 5 

1 

— 

— 

19 

Whooping  Cough- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Measles  2 

16 

31 

82  24 

1 

- 

- 

- 

156 

Poliomyelitis  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

6 

6 

17 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

5 

Erysipelas  - 

Puerperal 

** 

** 

2 

4 

6 

Pyrexia  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

4 

Food  Poisoning 2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

TOTALS  : 5 

20 

35 

94  29 

5 

5 

9 

10 

212 

There  were  212  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  compared  with  351  in  1957.  The  main  difference  was  less 
measles  and  only  2 cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  91  in  1957. 

POLIOMYELITIS 


There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the 

ye  ar. 
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SCARLET  FEVER 


There  were  19  cases  of  scarlet  fever  compared  with  15  in 
1957,  all  but  6 of  them  affecting  children  of  school  age.  No 
complications  were  reported  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  only  2 cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  during 
the  year.  This  is  the  lowest  incidence  in  the  last  10  years. 

MEASLES 

Altogether  156  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  47  being 
pre-school  children,  108  schoolchildren  and  there  was  one  adult 
case.  No  complications  were  reported  and  there  were  no  deaths, 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 

There  were  only  5 cases  of  dysentery  compared  with  11  in 

1957. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Only  3 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year  compared  with  8 in  1957,  All  were  due  to  salmonella 
typhimurium.  In  no  case  was  it  possible  to  identify  the  foodstuff 
responsible  for  the  illness. 

ENTERIC  DISEASES 

No  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  was  notified  during  the 

year. 


GENERAL  SIC  K N ESS 


The  epidemic  of  Asian  influenza  and  other  respiratory 
disease  which  was  reported  last  year  as  reaching  a peak  figure  in 
October,  1957  appeared  to  continue  at  a slightly  reduced  level  all 
through  January  until  the  beginning  of  February.  After  this,  there 
was  a rapid  fall  in  new  sickness  claims  which  then  remained  at  a low 
level  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  disease  was  mild  and  short- 
lived on  the  whole,  no  fatal  cases  of  influenza  were  registered  while 
deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  were  about  the  same  as  last  year. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

The  Ministry  scheme  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
which  started  in  1957,  was  developed  further  during  the  year. 
Vaccination  is  now  offered  to  all  children  up  to  15,  all  young  persons 
between  15  and  25,  all  expectant  mothers  and  some  personnel  at  special 
risk  in  the  medical,  nursing  and  auxiliary  services. 

In  Area  4,  during  1958,  the  total  number  of  persons 
vaccinated  with^2  doses  was  8,131,  while  1,522  received  a third 
booster  dose.  This  means  that  in  Forehoe  and  Henstead  approximately 
2,500  had  2 doses  and  450  received  a third  during  the  year. 


(7) 


Since  the  scheme  began,  a total  of  10,484  persons  in  Area  4 
have  completed  a course  of  2 vaccinations®  The  third  boosting  doses 
will  be  completed  in  1959® 

Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  persuade  the  unvaccinated  to 
accept  treatment®  The  eradication  of  diphtheria  showed  that  we  need 
at  least  75%  to  80%  of  the  community  to  be  protected  to  ensure  the 
virtual  abolition  of  the  disease®  We  hope  that  we  shall  have  the 
same  fortunate  experience  with  poliomyelitis® 

In  the  0-15  age  group  the  vaccinated  amount  to  85%  and 
expectant  mothers  to  about  66%®  It  would  appear  that  in  these  two 
groups  the  percentage  so  treated  is  reaching  the  desirable  figure. 

In  1959,  we  hope  to  bring  the  15-25  age  group  up  to  the  same  level 
of  protection. 


R PAD  A C Cl  DENTS 


By  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Road  Safety  Officer  I am  able 
to  give  the  following  summary  of  accidents  which  occurred  on  the  roads 
of  this  rural  district  during  19580®- 


Total  number  of  accidents 
Number  of  accidents  without 


- 306 


injury 

Number  of  accidents  with 
injury 

- 181 

- 125 

DETAILS  OF  PERSONS  INJURED 

Fatal 

Serious 

Slight 

Total 

Drivers 

- , 

21 

26 

47 

Passengers 

- 

11 

42 

53 

Motor  Cyclists 

-= 

14 

21 

35 

Pillion  Passengers 

- 

5 

3 

8 

Pedal  Cyclists 

2 

4 

19 

23 

Pedestri ans 

c=> 

4 

7 

11 

Totals  : 

2 

59 

118 

179 

It  will  be  seen  that  over  40%  of  all  road  accidents 
resulted  in  injury  to  someone,  that  a third  of  those  injured  had 
serious  injuries  and  that  there  were  2 deaths,  both  cyclists. 

One  has  to  remember  that  serious  injury  may  mean  life- 
long disability  as  in  the  loss  of  a limb,  a crushed  chest  or  head, 
or  blindness.  A serious  injury  also  indicates  that  the  patient 
might  easily  have  died  from  the  accident. 
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Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  minute 
geographical  locations,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  main  trunk  roads 
do  account  for  most  of  the  accidents.  The  safest  main  roads  are 
those  which  pass  through  mainly  rural  areas  with  the  minimum  of  cross 
traffic  and  the  most  dangerous  are  those  which  pass  through  heavily 
built-up  districts  as  round  the  fringe  of  NorwL ch0  There  is  a 
definite  peak  of  incidents  in  July  and  August  when  many  strangers  are 
driving  through  to  the  holiday  places  on  the  coast  or  .broads. 

Cyclists  have  been  involved  in  25  accidents  during  the 
year,  2 fatal,  4 serious  and  19  slight.  The  dangerous  habit  of 
riding  without  lights  and  the  equally  undesirable  practice  of 
turning  to  the  right  without  adequate  warning  to  faster  traffic 
behind,  are  two  of  the  most  frequent  causes  of  cycle  mishaps. 

Motor  cyclists  and  pillion  passengers  accounted  for  35 
and  8 of  the  injured  respectively  and  19  of  these  injuries  were 
classed  as  serious.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  many  were 
wearing  crash  helmets  at  the  time. 

Pedestrians  appear  to  have  the  best  record  of  all  road 
users,  only  11  were  injured,  4 of  them  seriously. 

I am  hoping  to  arrange  for  a parish  accident  map  to  be 
prepared  for  display  in  the  larger  villages.  This  would  bring 
home  to  the  community  just  where  their  own  danger-spots  lay  and 
perhaps  bring  about  an  increased  interest  in  road  safety. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  incidence 
during  the  year:- 


Age  Groups 

New 

Pulmonary 

Cases 

N on-Pulmonarv 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarv 

M. 

F. 

Mo 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

- 

*= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 -15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

=. 

- 

— 

16  -25 

- 

1 

- 

<=> 

- 

- 

- 

26  -35 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36  -45 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46  -55 

1 

- 

=> 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

56  -65 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Totals  : 7 2 32  1 
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Cases  on  Register  at  31st,  December,  1958 s- 


Pulmonary  Won-Pulmonary  Total 


1958 

1957 

1958 

1957 

1958 

1957 

Male 

60 

63 

21 

23 

81 

86 

Female.* 

43 

50 

r\  t 

19 

34 

69 

103 

113 

42 

42 

145 

155 

There  was  a total  of  145  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  10  less  than  in  1957,  9 new  pulmonary  and  3 non- 
pulmonary  cases  were  notified  in  1958  compared  with  7 pulmonary  and 
1 non-pulmonary  in  1957 , 

The  9 new  pulmonary  cases  were  7 males  aged  29,  38,  43,  55, 
64,  73  and  76  and  females  aged  25  and  60.  The  3 new  non-pulmonary 
cases  were  all  females  aged  44,  72  and  77.  It  will  be  noted  that 
most  of  these  cases  were  ever  40  when  notified  and  some  of  them  were 
in  the  60 cs  and  70*  s. 

There  were  only  3 deathe,  all  from  the  pulmonary  type  of 
disease,  a male  aged  84  and  a female  aged  71  who  both  died  in  a 
Sanatorium  and  a male  aged  51. 


Incidence 

Area 

Pulmonary 

Non  ■ "Pulmon arv 

Rate 

County  of 

Norfolk 

112 

002d 

33 

0.085 

Fore  hoe  &. 

Henste ad 

9 

0.36 

o 

0.12 

Mortality 

County  of 

Norfolk 

23 

0.06 

4 

0.01 

Fore  hoe  &. 

Henste ad 

i J 

0.12 

- 

- 

England  & 

Wales 

4,000 

0.087 

480 

0.011 

It  will  b©  seen  that  the  incidence  in  this  district  is 
slightly  above  the  rate  for  the  county  and  the  mortality  is  some- 
what above  both  the  county  and  the  national  figures.  However,  with 
such  very  small  numbers,  one  case  can  make  a great  difference  to 
the  rate. 


Both  incidence  and  mortality  are  much  below  what  they 
used  to  be  not  many  years  ago  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  see 
these  low  figures  maintained  for  yet  another  year. 
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Treatment 


Admissions  to  Sanatoria 

and  Hospitals;- 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

1952 

12 

10 

22 

1953 

16 

9 

25 

1954 

11 

11 

22 

1955 

9 

6 

15 

1956 

1 

5 

6 

1957 

6 

3 

9 

1958 

3 

3 

6 

Prevention 

BoC.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  school  children  aged 
13  and  14  whatever  school  they  attended,.  The  acceptance  rate 
and  results  of  Heaf-testing  are  shown  below  for  those  attending 
schools  in  this  district; - 


Total  Number  in  Age  Group 

s 

599 

Number  tested 

: 

452 

Acceptance  Rate 

75% 

Number  positive 

© 

88 

Rate  Positive 

20% 

Number  vaccinated 

o 

231 

The  acceptance  rate  was  higher  than  it  was  last  year  but 
owing  to  the  epidemic  of  influenza  there  was  rather  poor  school 
attendance  while  the  treatment  was  being  given#  This  accounts  for 
the  discrepancy  between  the  numbers  accepting  treatment  and  those 
actually  vaccinated#  Any  who  missed  the  1958  sessions,  if  still 
attending  school,  will  be  offered  treatment  in  1959# 

The  percentage  of  those  tested  found  to  be  positive  was  a 
little  higher  than  the  average  in  recent  years#  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  more  parents  are  willing  and  anxious  for  their  children 
to  take  advantage  of  this  excellent  preventive  procedure. 

General  Comment 

The  decline  of  tuberculosis  in  the  community  continues  and 
the  figures  give  an  encouraging  picture  of  the  battle  being  won 
against  this  onCe-  killing  and  disabling  disease# 

The  chief  problem  today  is  the  re-employment  of  patients 
who  have  been  successfully  treated#  There  are  good  rehabilitation 
courses  for  those  who  must  change  their  occupation,  while  many  cases 
recover  completely  and  are  fit  to  return  to  their  previous  jobs* 
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It  is  essential  that  the  community  should  learn  to  accept 
these  people  back  to  work  as  they  would  after  recovery  from  any 
other  curable  disease,.  Employers  and  workmates  alike  need  to 
lose  the  prejudice  that  still  exists.,in  some  quarters  against  contact 
with  those  who  have  had  "T.B." . Modern  methods  of  treatment  are  so 
effective  and  early  detection  so  common  that  ex-patients  can  in  most 
cases  be  regarded  as  normal  members  of  the  working  population. 


FOOD  &.  DRUGS  ACTS,.  1938  - 1955 

MILK  & DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 


No  bulk  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  positive  to 
tuberculosis  during  the  year.  This  is  the  first  year  since  1953 
that  this  has  happened. 

Last  year  6 bulk  samples  were  reported  positive  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  year’s  experience  is  a real  indication  that 
tuberculosis  in  dairy  herds  is  being  eradicated  in  the  district. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER.  1938 

One  case  of  anthrax  was  reported  during  the  year.  A 
steer  from  a farm  at  Hethersett  was  sent  to  an  adjoining  district 
for  emergency  slaughter  and  was  found  to  have  been  suffering  from 
anthrax.  All  the  necessary  precautions  were  taken  with  regard  to 
disinfection  of  premises  and  advice  to  farm  staff  - no  further  cases 
occurred  and  there  was  no  human  infection. 


ROYAL  NORFOLK  SHOW.  1958 


Food  Hygiene 

Early  steps  were  taken  to  bring  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  to  the  notice  of  official  caterers  to  the 
Show  and  standholders  who  might  be  employing  private  catering  firms. 

Appreciative  acknowledgements  of  these  letters  showed  that 
they  had  served  a very  useful  purpose  and  this  was  further  borne  out  by 
the  inspection  of  methods  and  lay-out  during  the  Show  itself. 

Conditions  have  definitely  improved  and  standards  are  now 
probably  above  those  obtaining  in  many  similar  undertakings  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Cooler  weather  was  a great  advantage  to  the 
keeping  quality  of  food  and  samples  taken  at  random  from  caterers 
showed  less  deterioration  than  was  found  in  the  tropical  heat  of  the 
Royal  Show,  1957. 
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Scavenging 


Weather  conditions  made  the  main  avenues  of  the  ground 
a muddy  quagmire  and  this  had  several  unfortunate  results.  The 
most  serious  was  the  inability  of  the  Norwich  Corporation  to  carry 
out  its  scheduled  distribution  of  swill  bins  and,  until  1 p.to.  , on 
the  first  day,  many  foodhandlers  had  no  alternative  but  to  pile  this 
offensive  material  up  on  the  ground  near  their  stands.  Alternative 
methods  of  distribution  could  easily  have  been  improvised  on  the 
ground,  but  this  was  not  a service  which  was  under  the  control  of  this 
Council's  Public  Health  Department.  After  this  first  hitch,  the 
service  worked  quite  efficiently. 

Sanitary  Arrangements 

The  provision  of  water  closets  in  the  new  stand  was  a great 
improvement  and  now  that  a permanent  sewer  has  been  laid  across  the 
ground,  it  will  be  possible  to  augment  this  provision  in  future  years. 
Other  sanitary  arrangements,  although  of  trench  type,  were  satisfactory 
and  well  maintained,  and  I had  no  complaints  of  their  condition  or 
inadequacy. 

Other  Services 


The  First  Aid  and  Ambulance  arrangements  were  as  usual 
jointly  administered  by  St.  John  and  Red  Cross.  I understand  that 
casualties  were  few  and  none  very  serious. 

On  Wednesday  morning  an  employe©  received  a moderately  severe 
electric  shock  on  attempting  to  unlock  the  door  of  an  all-=metal  caravan. 
He  was  treated  at  the  First  Aid  tent,  recovered  immediately  and  was  able 
to  resume  his  duties  after  a short  time.  Investigations  on  the  site 
showed  that  the  earth  wire  had  not  been  connected  on  the  fixing  plug  and 
that  the  vehicle  itself  was  standing  on  wooden  blocks  and  so  was  not 
earthed  properly, 

The  whole  incident  was  investigated  by  the  staff  of  the 
Electricity  Board  and  the  firm  owning  the  caravan.  It  is  difficult 
to  say  where  the  responsibility  lay  but  it  was  obvious  that  adequate 
care  had  not  been  exercised  by  someone  to  see  that  the  earth  wire  was 
properly  connected.  If  it  had  been,  any  fault  in  the  wiring  of  the 
vehicle  would  have  been  offset  and  this  employee  would  have  been  spared 
a very  alarming  and  dangerous  experience. 

In  future,  all  owners  of  caravans  and  other  moveable  structures 
who  ask  for  connection  to  the  main  electricity  supply  will  be  warned 
of  this  danger  and  asked  to  have  their  wiring  and  fittings  checked 
before  the  Show.  No  doubt  the  exceptionally  wet  conditions  of  the 
ground  increased  the  hazards  from  electrical  equipment  temporarily 
installed. 
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General  Comment 


Conditions  at  the  Show  improve  every  year  and  in  spite  of 
very  trying  climatic  conditions  which  turned  the  ground  into  a 
quagmire  at  the  1958  Show,  most  of  the  arrangements  were  reasonably 
satisf actory. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  acknowledge  the  usual 
helpful  cooperation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Norfolk 
Agricultural  Association  who  gave  every  possible  assistance  in  our 
work. 


HOUSING 


Waiting  List 


1958 

1957 

No.  of  applicants  at  31st.  December 

284 

492 

Analysis  of  Waiting  List 

Small  Unit  Families 

222 

404 

Large  Unit  Families 

62 

88 

Note ; 

Small  unit  families  are  those  suitable 
for  one  or  two  bedrooraed  dwellings  and 
consist  largely  of  married  couples  with 
one  child  or  two  children  of  the  same 
sex.  Large  unit  families  mainly  represent 
those  with  more  than  two  children,  or  two 
children  over  eight  years  of  age  of  opposite 
sex. 


Agricultural  workers 
Others 


59  108 

225  384 


Local  Authority  houses 
Position  at  31st.  December.  1958 


Pre-war 

848 

Post-war 

925 

Total 

1773 

Houses  erected  during  1957  and  1958 

By  Council 

16 

7 

By  Private  Building 

118 

156 

Total 

134 

163 
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New  Building 


A recent  check  on  housing  applications  has  now  reduced 
the  number  on  the  waiting  list  to  284.  There  were  16  new  Council 
houses  completed  during  the  year  and  118  private  dwellings,  compared 
with  7 Council  houses  and  156  private  houses  in  1957. 

Again  this  is  a decrease  of  total  building  compared  with 
last  year.  There  have  been  fewer  houses  erected  each  year  since  the 
peak  was  reached  in  1955. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  private  houses 
built  during  the  last  7 years;- 

1958  1957  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952 

118  156  163  207  172  109  36 

At  31st.  December,  1958  a further  18  Council  houses  and 
69  private  houses  were  under  construction. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Condemned  properties 

Properties  still  standing  171 

Properties  demolished  85 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  5 

New  Demolition  Orders  made  1958  18 

Undertakings 

Properties  still  standing  37 

Properties  demolished  7 

Undertakings  revoked  2 

New  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 

1958  9 


Occupied  Vacant 
71  100 


17  20 


A full  review  of  the  progress  of  slum  clearance  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


It  would  appear  that  in  1958,  the  Council's  activities 
resulted  in  the  making  of  many  fewer  demolition  orders  and  under- 
takings not  to  re-let. 


HOUSING  SURVEY  (Continued) 


1 11 

Hingham  187  117 

Morley  49  32 

236  149 


Categories 


III 

IV 

V_ 

Total 

42 

3 

24 

373 

9 

2 

3 

95 

51 

5 

27 

468 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  EXISTING  PROPERTY 


Pre-war  Council  Houses 

Further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  improvement  of  pre- 
war Council  houses :- 

Electricity.  Work  is  in  progress  on  th^  remainder  of  the  pre- 
war houses  except  for  10  where  electricity  is  not  available. 

Water  Supplies  and  Sinks.  Piped  water  supply  and  sinks  have  been 
installed  in  a total  of  25  houses  z Morley  (7),  Stoke  Holy  Cross  (8), 
Wreninghara  (8)  and  Little  Melton  (2). 

Improvements . Hot  water  system  and  W.C.’s  have  been  provided  at 
4 houses  at  Barnham  Broom. 

Re-conditioning  of  Old  Property.  Four  cottages  at  Chapel  Street, 
Barford,  have  been  re-conditioned  and  converted  into  5 cottages  in 
which  electric  light  and  a piped  water  supply  have  been  installed. 

Private  Houses 

Applications  for  improvement  grants  - 70 

Grants  refused  - 5 

Grants  amounting  to  £20,556  were  made  affecting  76  units 
of  accommodation. 

General  Comment 

The  recession  in  new  private  building,  noted  in  last  year's 
Report,  continued  in  1958  whereas  twice  as  many  Council  houses  w^re 
built,  16  in  all. 

The  diminished  waiting-list  suggests  less  general  need  for 
houses,  although  some  applicants  still  seem  to  have  been  waiting  a 
distressingly  long  time  for  accommodation.  Casual  vacancies  amount 
to  between  70  and  90  annually , while  new  applications  are  received  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  200  a year.  Not  all  these  applications  are  backed 
by  urgent  need,  however „ If  it  were  not  for  the  distribution  of 
existing  houses,  a fair  balance  would  appear  to  have  been  struck 
between  supply  and  demand.  Unfortunately,  geography  plays  a great 
part  in  the  demand.  There  still  appears  to  be  a general  need  for 
more  houses  in  the  fringe  area  and  the  larger  parishes  while  the 
smaller  villages  may,  in  time,  have  houses  to  spare. 

Slum  Clearance  gives  us  a much  less  encouraging  picture  in 
that  although  the  whole  district  has  not  yet  been  surveyed  by  the 
Committee,  171  condemned  properties  are  still  standing  and  71  of  these 
are  still  occupied.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  building  for  slum 
replacement  will  be  accelerated  in  the  next  2 or  3 years  and  the  survey 
completed  in  even  less  time. 
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Again,  the  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses  lags  behind 
that  represented  by  the  £20,000  in  grants  to  private  owners  to  improve 
their  own  property.  No  effort  should  be  spared  to  bring  Council 
property  up  to  the  standards  to  which  all  houses  must  eventually 
conform.  Buckets  under  sinks  and  slops  thrown  on  gardens,  not  to 

mention  wells,  pumps  and  buckets,  should  not  be  part  of  the  life  of 
Council  house  tenants  one  moment  longer  than  necessary. 

It  should  be  noted  that  22%  of  all  inhabited  houses  in  the 
district  are  owned  by  the  Council  and  that  just  under  half  of  these 
were  built  before  the  War. 


FACTORIES  A 

C T S. 

1937  and 

1948 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  2 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities. 

1 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  94 
in  (i)  in  which'Sect : 7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

39 

2 

- 

Ciii) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  4 

by  the  local  authority 

4 

- 

- 

Totals  : 100 

44 

2 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Sanitary  conveniences,  Section 

7 

Found 

Remedied 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

2 

defective 

10 

1 

(c)  No  separate 

for  sexes 

1 

- 

Totals 


12 
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Outwork 


i 

Nature  of  Wprk 


No, of  outworkers 

in  August  list 

required  by  Sec. 

110 


No, of  instances 

of  work  in  un- 
wholesome premises 


Wearing  apparel  ~ making  etc,  17 

©rush  making  1 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 

Christmas  stockings  etc.  5 


23 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  main  item  in  the  year's  work  was  the  completion  of 
the  water  supply  scheme  for  Wreningham.  A similar  scheme  for 
Braconash  is  urgently  required  and  will  be  presented  for  Ministry 
approval  in  1959. 

Further  details  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the 
Surveyor's  Report. 


SEWERAGE 


The  three  schemes  at  Costessey,  Poringland  and  Hingham 
were  further  developed  during  the  year. 

A complete  account  of  this  and  other  sewerage  work;  carried 
out  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


S 0 C I A L HEALTH 


The  Elderly 

Two  new  clubs  for  older  people  were  opened  in  1958,  at 
Braconash  and  Mulbarton  bringing  the  total  in  the  district  to  15. 

I still  have  to  report  with  regret  that  similar  activities  have  not 
yet  been  started  at  Wreningham  or  Rockland  St.  Mary.  Both  these 
parishes  have  sizeable  communities  with  many  elderly  people  who 
would  greatly  benefit  by  club  facilities. 
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All  the  clubs  continue  to  flourish  and  to  provide  great 
interest  and  happiness  for  the  elder  members  of  the  community. 

A list  of  existing  clubs,  all  of  which  hold  regular 
sessions,  is  given  below  with  times  and  places  of  meetings- 


Parish 

Meeting  Place 

Day  and  Time  of  Meeting 

Braconash 

Reading  Room 

Tuesday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Colton 

Village  Hall 

Thursday (alt. )2.30 

>, 

4*30 

p.m. 

New  Costessey 

Scouts  Hut 

Thursday  2.30 

4.30 

p.m. 

Old  Costessey 

Parish  Room 

Thursday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Deopham 

Church  Room 

Tuesday  2.15 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Easton 

Village  Hall 

Wednesday  (alt)  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Hethersett 

Methodist  Hall 

Wednesday  2.30 

- 

5.00 

p.m* 

Hingham 

Lincoln  Hall 

Thursday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Marlingford 

Village  Hall 

Thursday (alt. >2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Mulbarton 

Wingfield  Hall 

Wednesday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Poringland 

Village  Hall 

Thursday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

S axlingham 

Village  Hall 

Thursday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Shotesham 

Village  Hall 

Thursday (alt. )2.3Q 

- 

4,30 

p.m. 

Trowse 

Church  Room 

Thursday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Wicklewood 

Village  Hall 

Wednesday  2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

The  Disabled 

The  District  Committee  of  the  Norfolk  Association  for  the 
Care  of  the  Handicapped  continued  its  good  work  in  1958  and  further 
extended  its  activities. 

Still  more  ambitious  outings  and  parties  were  organised 
during  the  year  including  trips  to  the  theatre,  ’bus  rides  and  an 
excursion  on  the  Broads.  To  those  whose  handicap  prevents  them 
taking  part  in  ordinary  social  activities,  these  gatherings  planned 
by  understanding  people  with  great  goodwill  are  real  red-letter  days 
in  an  otherwise  dull  existence. 

Mrs.  Wright  and  her  Committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  efforts  which  include  help  for  some  of  their  handicapped  friends 
to  attend  Gorleston  Holiday  Camp  in  September.  The  Committee  is  self- 
supporting  financially  and  has  raised  a really  sizeable  sum  to  forward 
their  excellent  activities. 


COUNTY  SERVICES 

County  Council  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  the 
following  times  and  places 
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Centre 

Where  held 

Day  of  Month 

Net(t  Costessey 

Methodist  Church 

3rd.  &-  last  Tuesday )Medical 

Old  Costessey 

Parish  Hall 

2nd.  Tuesday 

)0fficer 

Hethersett 

Methodist  School 
Room 

3rd.  Tuesday 

) attends 
) regularly 

Hingham 

Lincoln  Hall 

2nd. Wednesday 

)M«dical 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

Village  Hall 

3rd.  Tuesday 

)0fficer 
) attends 
) regularly 

Barnham  Broom 

Village  Hall 

1st.  Thursday 

) 

Bawburgh 

Village  Hall 

Last  Wednesday 

) 

Cringleford 

Maycrete  Hall 

Last  Tuesday 

) 

Easton 

Church  Room 

3rd.  Monday 

)Medical 

Morley  St.  Botolph 

Village  Hall 

3rd.  Thursday 

)0fficer 

Mulbarton 

Wingfield  Hall 

1st. Wednesday 

) attends 

Poringland 

Parish  Hall 

1st.  Tuesday 

) occasion- 

Rockland  St. Mary 

Margaret  Mack  Hall 

Last  Monday 

)ally 

Saxlingham 

Village  Hall 

2nd.  Tuesday 

) 

Shotesham 

Trinity  Hall 

2nd.  Wednesday 

) 

All  Centre 

s are  held  from  2 p. 

\ \ 

m,  to  4 p.m. 

GENERAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Headquarters  : Local  Health  Office,  Area  4,  Aspland  Road, 

Riverside  Road,  NORWICH  . 

County  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  provide  general  services  through- 
out the  district  and  in  addition  to  Headquarters,  there  are  the 
following  contact  points  where  the  public  can  obtain  advice:- 


Parish 

Costessey 

C/0  Mrs.  E.  Wiseman, 
106  Norwich  Road. 

Hingham 

C/0  Mrs.  Rosbrook, 
Bell  Corner  . 


Welfare  Officer  attends 


Wednesday  - 
11  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Monday  - 

2.30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 
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GENERAL 


SURVEY 


The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  during 

the  year. 


A record  low  infant  mortality  rate,  few  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  and  a general  sickness  rate  below  the  average  for  most 
of  the  year  are  good  indices  of  health. 

Voluntary  work  for  the  elderly  and  disabled  continued 
to  widen  its  scope. 

The  main  needs  of  the  district  are  an  early  completion  of 
the  slum  clearance  programme  with  replacement  by  good  new  property 
and  the  modernisation  of  all  pre-war  Council  houses. 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continuing  support 
and  to  express  ray  appreciation  to  the  staff  for  enthusiastic  and 
competent  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  public  health  department. 


I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  M.D. , B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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THE 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended 
31st.  December, 1958 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  public  health  department  during  the  year  1958. 

My  report  is  somewhat  shorter  than  in  previous  years  due 
to  the  fact  that  a great  deal  of  information  in  connection  with 
housing,  slum  clearance,  factories  and  workshops,  and  water  and 
sewerage  is  given  in  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Before  setting  out  details  of  work  under  the  various 
headings,  I have  to  report  that  the  staffing  of  the  department 
remained  as  in  1957  and  the  work  for  which  the  department  was 
responsible  continued  to  include  public  cleansing  in  connection 
with  refuse  collection,  scavenging  and  cesspool  emptying. 

During  the  year  full  responsibility  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
jjasweri  to  local  authorities  and  the  employment  of  one  full-time 
vermin  destroyer  continued.  The  year  saw  a further  steady  increase 
in  duties  relating  to  meat  inspection  and  as  a result  of  which  the 
slum  clearance  programme  was  slowed  down. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  T H E AREA 


I NS PEC T I ONS  AND  VI SI TS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  include  all  visits  to  slaughterhouses  and 
also  building  byelaw  work  for  improvement  grants,  but  do  not  include 
office  interviews  and  the  numerous  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
public  health  foreman  in  connection  with  public  cleansing  and  visits 
made  by  the  vermin  destroyer. 
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Housing  Acts 

1154 

B/Forward 

Drainage  St  Sewerage 

3856 

167 

Public  Health  Acts  & 
Nuisances 

344 

Refuse,  Night  Soil  &. 
Cesspool  emptying 

302 

Infectious  diseases 

137 

Housing  Act,  1949 

896 

Fumigations 

6 

(Improvement  Grants 

Disinfestations 

1 

St  Building  Byelaws) 

Meat  St  Other  Foods 

1504 

Petroleum  Acts 

71 

Shops  Act  St  Food  Hygiene 
etc. 

294 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

7 

Dairies  St  Cowsheds 

57 

(excluding  survey  work) 

Knacker’s  Yard 

11 

Factories  Act 

67 

Water  supplies 

209 

Bakehouses 

11 

Cemeteries 

101 

Ice  Cream 

10 

Royal  Norfolk  Show 

33 

Moveable  dwellings 

78 

Rent  Act,  1957 

5 

Miscellaneous 

332 

3856 

Total  : 

5797 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  77  samples  were  taken  either  as 
of  complaint  or  after  information  had  been  received  from 
County  Council  in  connection  with  nitrate  content. 

a result 
the  Norfolk 

The  following  are 

the  details  of  results:- 

Fit 

Doubtful  Unfit 

Total 

Combined  Chemical  St 
Bacteriological 

- 

1 1 

2 

Chemical  only 

- 

2 

2 

Bacteriological  only 

32 

6 35 

73 

Totals  : 

32 

7 38 

77 

derived 
Area  or 
several 
details 


The  general  source  of  water  supply  in  the  district  is  now 
from  mains  either  within  the  Norwich  Corporation  Statutory 
from  the  Wymondham  U.D.C.  waterworks  at  Wicklewood  and  in 
other  instances  from  Council-owned  small  headworks.  Full 
of  the  position  in  the  area  are  given  in  the  Engineer’s  report. 
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In  cases  where  water  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  purposes 
the  necessary  action  was  taken  and  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary 
to  serve  statutory  notice  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  action  on 
the  part  of  the  owners. 

SEWERAGE  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

(a)  Sewerage . Details  of  progress  made  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  new  sewerage  schemes  and  extensions  to  existing 
schemes  are  contained  in  the  Engineer's  report  and  my  remarks  under 
this  heading  are  confined  to  the  problem  of  sewer  ditches  and  nuisances 
arising  therefrom  and  are  followed  by  details  of  cesspool  emptying  and 
night  soil  collection. 

There  was  serious  nuisance  from  the  sewer  ditch  at  Lynch 
Green,  Hethersett  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  part  of  this  ditch 
had  been  piped  tn  at  a cost  of  £238.  It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will 
prevent  any  further  serious  nuisance  until  such  time  as  the  parish 
is  sewered. 

In  the  other  parishes  where  sewer  ditches  exist  no  serious 
nuisance  arose,  due  no  doubt,  to  the  wet  season  experienced  which 
helped  to  keep  a fairly  constant  flow  of  water  through  the  ditches. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  this  type  of  work  does  not  qualify  for 
Ministerial  grant  which  means  that  the  whole  of  the  cost  falls  on 
the  district  rate  fund. 

(b)  Cesspool  Emptying.  It  will  be , seen  from  the  figures  which 
follow  that  the  amount  of  work  done  under  this  heading  remained  much 
the  same  as  in  previous  years  as  far  as  private  dwellings  were 
concerned.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  and  loads  removed 
at  Council  properties  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  this  part 

of  the  work  is  now  almost  entirely  undertaken  by  the  Estates 
Department.  Despite  the  progress  made  with  sewerage  schemes,  it 
is  as  well  to  note  that  the  call  upon  the  cesspool  emptying  service 
is  still  as  heavy  and  will,  I think,  remain  so  for  some  years  to 
come  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  many  dwellings  are  being  improved 
and  modern  amenities  installed  in  parishes  where  there  is  no 
sewerage  scheme.  This  offsets  to  a great  extent  the  number  of 
properties  which  are  connected  each  year  to  new  sewers.  , 

The  service  operated  with  two  vehicles,  available  when 
required,  each  vehicle  being  manned  by  a driver  only.  The  charge 
remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  namely:  15/-  for  the 
first  load  and  10/-  for  each  additional  load  or  part-load,  payable 
in  advance.  Whilst  the  charge  is  in  my  opinion  reasonable  and 
does  not  in  fact  cover  the  actual  cost,  it  would  appear  that 
consideration  must  be  given  in  the  near  future  to  the  possibility 
of  a free  cesspool  emptying  service,  having  in  mind  that  the  people 
who  pay  for  their  cesspools  to  be  emptied  are  also  paying  an 
increased  general  rate  to  cover  sewerage  schemes  in  other  parishes. 
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The  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  takes  place  mainly  on 
agricultural  land  but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  at 
certain  times  of  the  year  to  find  suitable  disposal  points,  making 
it  necessary  for  long  journeys  to  a convenient  sewer  point. 

The  following  gives  brief  details  of  work  carried  out 
during  the  year:- 


visits 

(a) 

Private 

p o O 

POO 

OOP 

1502 

(b) 

Council 

• o o 

• » o 

9 0 0 

7 (Engineer ’ s 

(c) 

Outside 

district  ... 

OOP 

POP 

Dept. ) 

25 

loads: 

(a) 

Private 

o o o 

OOP 

• • 

2279 

(b) 

Council 

OOP 

O O 0 

O0O 

7(Engineer*s 

(c) 

Outside 

district  ... 

POO 

Dept. ) 

49 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  This  service  continued  as  in 
previous  years,  namely,  weekly  collections  in  the  parishes  of  Costessey, 
Cringleford,  Hingham  and  Trowse  Newton  and  at  fortnightly  intervals  in 
the  remaining  pajrts  of  the  area  with  the  exception  of  isolated 
properties  where  a special  visit  is  made  at  longer  intervals.  The 
scheme  is  operated  by  four  vehicles,  namely,  three  rear-loading 
moving  floor  vehicles  and  one  side-loading  vehicle,  standardised  on 
similar  chassis. 


The  vehicles  were  manned  by  15  men  and  were  supervised  by 
a foreman  who  is  stationed  at  the  Council's  Depot  at  Hethel.  All 
vehicles  were  kept  fully  occupied  during  the  year  and  the  necessity  for 
an  additional  vehicle  was  acutely  felt.  I am  glad  to  say  that  before 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  place  on  order  an  additional 
vehicle. 


The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  continues  to  increase 
and  the  number  of  loads  and  tonnage  of  refuse  remained  at  the  same 
average . 


The  disposal  of  refuse  took  place  at  the  Council-owned 
controlled  tips  at  Hackford  and  Ketteringham  and  also  at  privately 
owned  tips  at  Bowthorpe,  Bramerton,  Poringland  and  AshwellthorpeCin 
the  Depwade  R.D.) 
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A number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and 
in  several  instances  fires  broke  out,  generally  at  the  privately 
owned  tips  where  all  and  sundry  have  access.  The  search  for  other 
tipping  sites  continued  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
temporary  arrangements  were  made  with  farmers  to  fill  small  pits. 
Negotiations  were  also  in  progress  v/ith  the  owners  of  two  other  large 
sites  which  would  be  suitable  for  controlled  tipping  and  would  be 
within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  proposed  new 'site  for  a central 
depot. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work:- 

No.  of  dwellings  in  the  district  ...  ...  8,418 

No.  of  dwellings  served  ...  ...  8,046 

No.  of  loads  collected  ...  ...  i 559 

Approximate  tonnage  ...  ...  4,854 

(b)  Night  Soil  Collection  and  Disposal*  This  service  was  not 
extended  in  total  during  the  year.  In  cases  where  properties 
were  connected  to  sewers,  other  properties  were  brought  into  the 
scheme.  The  present  scheme  includes  those  properties  in  Old 
Costessey,  Hingham  and  Trowse  Newton  which  are  not  connected  to  the 
sewer,  the  whole  of  the  parish  of  Hethersett  and  groups  of  properties 
in  most  of  the  other  parishes  in  the  district.  Weekly  collections 
were  made  between  the  hours  of  9 p.m. , and  6 a.m. , and  one  cesspool 
emptier  with  night  soil  attachment  manned  by  a driver  and  mate  was 
used.  Disposal  of  night  soil  took  place  on  farm  land  by  composting 
methods. 

(c)  Salvage.  Whilst  there  was  no  separate  salvage  scheme  it  was 
possible  to  salvage  from  the  refuse  small  amounts  of  waste  material 
during  the  year,  chiefly  waste  paper  and  rags,  and  these  realised  the 
sura  of  £131.  17.  2 A bonus  of  25%  was  paid  to  the  refuse  collectors. 

HOUSING 


It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  resume  the  housing  survey 
although  the  amount  of  work  done  under  this  heading  was  restricted 
by  the  increased  duties  falling  on  the  department  in  connection  with 
meat  inspection.  A further  468  dwellings  in  the  parishes  of  Hingham 
and  Morley  were  recorded  under  their  appropriate  category  as  shown 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  During  the  year  the 
Slum  Clearance  Inspection  Sub-Committee  visited  52  properties  and 
included  in  their  recommendations  was  the  purchase  of  9 small  dwellings 
at  Hingham  which  stand  on  a site  suitable  for  future  development. 

During  the  year  18  demolition  orders  and  9 undertakings  not  to  re- 
let  were  made. 

In  my  1957  report  I commented  on  the  difficulties  created 
by  the  restriction  on  new  development  which,  in  my  opinion,  was 
affecting  the  position  in  relation  to  slum  clearance,  especially  in 
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rural  areas,  as  there  was  a definite  tendency  to  lower  standards 
in  order  to  save  more  of  the  older  type  of  dwellings  and  thereby 
erect  less  houses.  Whilst  this  might  be  a sensible  policy  in  cases 
where  the  old  type  of  dwellings  could  be  completely  reconditioned 
and  modernised,  there  is  a danger  that  in  many  instances  dwellings 
of  the  type  which  fall  short  of  a reasonable  standard  for  height  of 
rooms,  light,  ventilation  and  internal  layout,  in  addition  to  dis- 
repair, will  be  patched  up  only  to  be  dealt  with  again  in  a few 
years  time.  Is  this  the  right  policy  or  would  it  not  be  better  to 
be  able  to  say  in  a few  years  time  that  we  have  got  rid  of  this  sub- 
standard type  of  dwelling?  'Roses  round  the  door',  low  ceilings 
and  little  lattice  paned  windows  may  be  alright  to  look  at  but 
surely  the  younger  families  in  particular  deserve  better  accommodation. 
We  can  still  preserve  the  beauty  of  our  country  villages  by  taking  a 
sensible  view  on  this  type  of  property  and  in  my  opinion  this  can 
be  done  within  the  existing  framework  of  legislation,  either  by 
official  undertakings  pot  to  re-let  until  brought  up  to  a reasonable 
standard^  or  purchased  by  local  authorities  and  leading  to  complete 
reconditioning. 

I cannot  help  feeling  that  an  addition  to  the  existing 
legislation  in  the  form  of  licensing  for  periods  up  to  5 years  or 
so  might  be  very  useful  for  properties  of  historical  or  architectural 
merit  which,  although  in  reasonable  repair,  are  sub-standard  in 
design,  and  at  the  same  time  restricting  the  size  and  type  of  the 
family  to  occupy  them. 

The  licence  could  be  renewed  from  time  to  time  at  the 
discretion  of  the  local  authority  according  to  the  condition  of 
the  property. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  71  condemned  properties  were 
still  occupied.  This  is  of  course  undesirable,  but  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  many  of  these  condemned  properties  are  occupied 
by  old  people  or  single  persons  who  have  no  desire  to  move  and  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  by  the  agreed  policy  of  the  Council.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  wherever  a case  exists  of  a 
family  with  or  without  young  children  living  in  a condemned 
dwelling  and  who  wish  for  better  accommodation,  every  effort  should 
be  made  for  rehousing. 

The  improvement  and  modernisation  of  dwellings  by  private 
enterprise  proceeded  at  a steady  pace  and  the  65  applications  which 
were  approved  for  improvement  grants  included  dwellings  of  all  types, 
ranging  from  the  small  country  cottage  to  the  large  farmhouse,  with 
almost  equal  numbers  of  owner-occupied  dwellings  and  dwellings  for 
letting.  It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  that  good  progress 
was  made  during  the  year  by  several  of  the  larger  estates  and  a 
number  of  agricultural  workers'  dwellings  were  thus  modernised. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  policy  of  local  authorities  varies  con- 
siderably up  and  down  the  country  in  relation  to  their  attitude 
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towards  improvement  grants,  but  it  is  most  encouraging  and  also 
a great  help  when  interviewing  owners  of  properties  where  extensive 
works  are  necessary,  to  be  able  to  record  that  my  own  authority  is 
willing  to  make  a 50%  grant  in  all  approved  cases. 

The  problem  of  repairs  to  dwellings  is  one  which  I feel  must 
be  given  more  time  in  the  future.  A number  of  properties  have  been 
dealt  with  by  informal  action  and  included  in  the  improvement  grant 
cases  are  some  which  commenced  with  repair  action.  During  the  year 
7 statutory  notices  and  23  preliminary  notice  were  served  on  owners. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

As  was  anticipated  in  1957,  the  Ministry  brought  into 
operation  a new  scheme  whereby  local  authorities  became  responsible 
for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  all  properties , including 
agricultural,  with  the  exception  of  Crown  properties.  To.  carry  out 
such  work  with  any  measure  of  success  an  increased  staff  is  necessary 
but  unfortunately,  without  the  Ministry  grant,  the  cost  would  fall 
heavily  upon  the  local  rate  fund  unless  a charge  for  the  service 
can  be-  collected  from  the  occupiers  of  properties  concerned. 

This  view  was  the  gist  of  a report  submitted  to  the 
appropriate  Committee  in  the  autumn  but  after  careful  consideration 
it  was  decided  to  continue  the  service  as  in  the  past  with  ope  vermin 
destroyer  and  to  confine  his  work  to  properties  other  than  agricultural. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  decided  to  watch  the  position  carefully  and  re- 
consider the  whole  question  should  evidence  become  available  of  any 
serious  deterioration  in  the  position>especially  relating  to 
agricultural  properties  and  land. 

The  Council's  operator  surveyed  the  district  systematically 
so  that  during  the  year  every  parish  had  been  surveyed  at  least 
twice  and  wherever  necessary,  block  or  individual  treatment  was 
carried  out,  in  addition  to  dealing  with  all  complaints. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  dpring 
the  year  in  accordance  with  the  details  submitted  in  my  report 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food;- 

(1)  Number  of  properties  inspected: 

(a)  as  a result  of  notification  ...  ...  635 

(b)  survey  under  the  Act  ...  ...  3,293 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  6,767 

(3)  Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested: 

(a)  major  infestation  ...  ...  43 

(b)  minor  infestation  ...  ...  1,255 

(4)  Number  of  properties  treated  ...  ...  1,298 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  was  very  little  change  in  the  general  position  during 
the  year*  Three  sites  remained  licensed  for  the  stationing  of  groups 
of  caravans  and  ten  additional  sites  were  licensed  for  single  caravans, 
mainly  on  plots  of  land  where  it  is  proposed  to  erect  new  dwellings* 
There  still  remained  the  hard  core  of  sites  occupied  by  the  travelling 
salesman  or  dealer,  who  come  and  go  at  various  time  in  the  year*  It 
is  this  type  of  site  which  causes  the  greatest  concern  and  which  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  deal  with  effectively  under  present  legislation 

In  the  main  the  licensed  sites  caused  no  serious  public  health 
nuisance,  although  in  one  case,  which  is  licensed  for  up  to  8 caravans, 
the  number  was  exceeded  on  several  occasions  and  complaints  were 
received  from  neighbouring  property  owners* 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  remained  the 
same,  namely  132,  and  during  the  year  the  survey  of  these  premises  was 
completed.  It  was  possible  in  most  cases  where  improvements  were 
found  necessary,  to  arrange  by  informal  action  with  the  occupiers  for 
the  necessary  work  to  be  done  but  there  still  remained  the  few 
premises  where  the  position  of  the  shop  renders  it  almost  impossible 
to  bring  them  up  to  the  required  standard  at  a reasonable  cost.  It 
is  hoped  that  a solution  will  be  found  to  meet  such  cases. 

The  following  details  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
requirements : - 


(1)  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  ...  ...  132 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  and  type  of  food  premises 

registered  under  Section  16,  Food 
& Drugs  Act,  1955  . „ , ... 


(i)  Sausage  manufacture  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Meat  products  ...  ...  1 

(iii)  Fish  premises  ...  ...  3 

Civ)  Ice  cream  sale  ...  ...  51 

(b)  Number  of  dairies  registered  under 

the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-54  ..  18 


(3)  Inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  53 

(These  were  mainly  re-visits  to 
check  on  works  required) 
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(4) 

(5) 


(6) 

(7) 

(8) 


Educational  activity  d»*.  *•*  nil. 

Disposal  of  condemned  food  (All  condemned  food  is 

rendered  down  in  high 
pressure  units,  the 
majority  at  the  Kitchen 
Waste  and  Condemned  Meat 
Plant  of  the '.Norwich 
Corporation) 


Consignments  of  food  examined 
and  condemned 


3 lbs*  10  ozs 


Ice  cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  1947-1952 


nil. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-1956  ...  45 -initial  visits 

were  made  during 
the  year, as  follows: 


Grocers  : 36 
Bakers  : 4 
Confectioners:  4 
Fish  Shops  : 1 


(Many  re-visits  were  made  to 
follow  up  notices  served 
where  improvement  works  were 
found  necessary). 


The  following  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation) (Pasteurised  & Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 1949:- 


Dealer's  licence  for  "Pasteurised”  ...  19 

Dealer's  Supplementary  licence  for 

"Pasteurised"  ...  4 

Dealer’s  licence  for  "Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  17 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  licence  for 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  9 


FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  and  1948 

44  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  in  two  cases 
it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  notices  for  improvements  to  sanitary 
accommodation.  Full  details  are  given  in  the  report  pf  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY . HEALTH  AND  WELFARE)  ACT,  1956 


30  Holdings  and  farms  where  soft  fruits  are  grown  on  a 
large  scale  were  visited  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation 
and  washing  facilities  for  fruit  pickers . In  8 cases  action  was 

necessary  and  the  growers  concerned  agreed  to  provide  the  necessary 
accommodation  and  facilities. 

RIVER  POLLUTION  - PEA-VINING  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

The  rapid  development  in  the  food  canning  and  deep-freeze 
industry  has  seen  the  erection  of  a number  of  pea-vining  plants  in 
many  districts.  Whilst  these  plants  only  work  for  a few  weeks  in 
the  year,  and  would  not  normally  come  under  public  health  control, 
great  care  is  necessary  in  the  method  of  disposal  of  waste  liquids. 
This  was  brought  to  our  notice  in  early  August  when  complaints  were 
received  of  serious  pollution  to  the  River  Tiffy  in  the  Wymondham 
area.  Investigations  showed  that  owing  to  the  wet  season  a great 
quantity  of  waste  liquid  from  a pea-vining  plant  several  miles  away 
had  been  washed  through  the  ditches  and  had  gained  access  to  the 
river  where  it  caused  serious  nuisance  and,  in  addition,  destroyed 
many  fish.  The  co-operation  of  all  concerned  was  willingly  given 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance 
in  future  years. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  6 licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
namely,  Costessey  (1),  Hingham  (1),  Rethersett  (1),  Shotesham  (1), 
and  Swardeston  (2). 

In  each  case  the  District  Council  is  responsible  for  meat 
inspection  with  the  exception  of  the  Norwich  Co-operative  Society's 
Abattoir  at  Swardeston,  where  the  animals  slaughtered  were  for  ^he 
Society's  Norwich  area  shops.  The  meat  inspection  was  undertaken 
by  the  Norwich  Corporation  staff  as  in  previous  years. 

All  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  with 
the  exception  of  the  slaughterhouse  at  Costessey  where, owing  to 
the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  the 
premises  were  congested  and  nuisances  arose  from  the  disposal  of 
drainage.  This  nuisance,  however,  was  not  anticipated  to  continue 
much  longer  because  an  extension  to  the  parish  sewerage  scheme  was 
in  hand  and  would  allow  for  the  connection  of  the  premises  to  the 
sewer. 

The  figures  which  follow  show  that  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  in 
the  area,  and  this  necessitated  long  hours  of  overtime  by  the 
inspectors.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  still  seemed  to  be  very 
little  hope  of  improvement  in  this  respect,  despite  constant 
agitation  on  the  part  of  many  local  authorities  and  other  bodies. 

In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  100%  inspection  of  meat  in  this  area 
was  maintained. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ANIMALS  KILLED  ANP  INSPECTED: 


Bulls  Cows  Steers 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheen 

Pigs 

Sows  &. 

Boars 

Total 

111  900  794 

290 

30 

1,582 

18,966 

759 

23,43 

All  diseases 

Ex. Tuberculosis 

& Cvsticerci 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheen  Pies 
&■  Lambs 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

3 

- 

3 

n 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

592 

506 

- 

352 

4,204 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

49.6 

56.2 

- 

22.4 

21.4 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

4 

4 

- 

- 

0^* 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  con- 
demned 

98 

114 

934 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

8.5 

13.0 

' 

' 

00 

. 

rj* 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

47 

27 

** 

7 

Carcases  treated  by 
refrigeration 

47 

27 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

condemned 
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CONDEMNED  MEAT 


The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  amounted  to  approximately  to  30^  tons.  Disposal 
took  place  at  the  Concentrator  Plant  of  the  Norwich  Corporation 
which  is  situate  adjacent  to  the  district  boundary,  with  the 
exception  of  a small  quantity  from  one  private  slaughterhouse 
which  was  disposed  of  on  the  premises. 

The  number  of  carcases  affected  with  cysticurcus  bovis 
remained  at  the  same  level  as  in  the  previous  year,  that  is, 
approximately  5%.  This  disease  has  become  the  main  worry  in  the 
butchering  trade. owing  to  the  considerable  reduction  in  value 
arising  from  the  treatment  of  infected  carcases. 

The  following  are  details  of  meat  condemned: - 


BEEF 

4 Steers 
4 Cows 
1 Steer 
1 Cow 
1 Cow 
1 Cow 


(Generalised  Tuberculosis) 
(Generalised  Tuberculosis) 
(Foot  and  Mouth  Disease) 
(Acute  Septic  Pneumonia) 
(Fevered  and  Oedematous) 
(Moribund  and  Oedematous) 


PORK 

24  Pigs 


3 (Generalised  Tuberculosis) 

2 (Acute  Swine  Erysipelas) 

5 (Septic  Pleurisy) 

4 (Septic  Peritonitis) 

2 (Swijue  fever)  _ 

1 (Foot  and' Mouth  Disease) 

1 (Acute  Septic  Pneumonia) 

1 (Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis) 
1 (Pyaemia) 

1 (Lymphatic  Derangement) 

1 (Fevered) 

1 (Odorous) 

1 (Moribun) 


4 Sows 


3 (Generalised  Tuberculosis) 
1 (Moribund) 


MUTTON 

3 Sheep  1 
2 


(Emaci ation) 

(Emaciation  &.  Oedematous) 


Weight  of  carcases  condemned  =*  5 tons.  11  cwts.  2 qrs.  12  lbs. 

Weight  of  parts  of  carcases 

and  offal  condemned  - 24  toAs.  14  cwts.  2 ars.  23  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned-  30_tcuyy=_=6=^wtsAij^ 
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KNACKER’S  YARD 


The  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  at  Shotesham  was  conducted 
in  a satisfactory  manner  and  no  complaints  were  received.  The  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  was  again  lower  than  in  previous  years. 

CEMETERIES 

The  department  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  outside 
management  and  maintenance  of  the  cemeteries  in  the  parishes  of  Hingham 
and  Trowse  Newton.  In  each  case  a part-time  grave  digger  and  caretaker 
was  employed. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

115  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum,  these 
included  84  premises,  the  bulk  of  which  were  farms,  where  petrol  is 
not  for  re-sale.  During  the  year  a survey  of  all  petrol  installations 
was  made  in  connection  with  the  Home  Office  Model  Code  of  Principles 
of  Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions.  Advice  was  given  where 
necessary  in  connection  with  alterations  to  comply  with  future  require- 
ments. 


CONCLUSION 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  and  in  particular  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  patience  and  support  in  dealing  with  the 
many  difficult  problems  which  arise  in  public  health  work,  and  I would 
also  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  my  staff  for  their  continued 
enthusiasm  and  help  in  all  matters. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEOFFREY  A.J.  BROWNE,  F.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Ber  House, 
NORWICH 


(34) 


REPORT 


OF 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


WATER SUPPLY 


WRENINGHAM 


The  Wreningham  interim  water  supply  scheme  was  completed 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  comprised  the  laying  of  approximately 
5,000  yards  of  3”  and  4"  diameter  mains,  and  the  installation  of 
pumping  plant  at  the  Council's  Church  Lane  borehole,  which  is  to  be 
used  for  the  time  being  to  supply  water  to  the  parish.  T^e  ultimate 
supply  will  be  derived  from  the  Norwich  Corporation  mains  when  the 
supply  from  this  source  will  also  be  used  to  serve  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Bracon  Ash. 

At  the  end  of  the,  year  80  consumers  had  been  connected  to 
the  Wreningham  mains. 


GENERAL 

26  parishes  in  the  district  are  within  the  Statutory  W^ter 
Supply  Area  of  the  Norwich  Corporation  and  all  have  mains  water 
supply  available. 

Minor  extensions  of  mains  to  serve  new  housing  at  East 
Hills  Road,  Costessey  and  at  Howe  Lane,  Poringland,were  made  this 
year  by  the  Corporation  under  revenue  guarantee  agreement  with  the 
Council.  A similar  agreement  was  also  concluded  in  respect  of 
a proposed  extension  at  Mill  Lane,  Kirby  Bedon,  to  serve  a group 
of  smallholdings. 

In  the  Council's  own  water  supply  area  comprising  16 
parishes,  mains  water  is  available  in  11  parishes.  The  water 
supply  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Norwich  Corporation  and  the 
Wymondham  Urban  District  Council  except  at  Wreningham,  Newton  Flotman 
and  Kimberley,  where  water  is  delivered  into  the  mains  by  pressure 
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pumping  sets  installed  in  small  boreholes  belonging  to  the  Council. 

Where  there  are  no  mains,  pump-sets  and  boreholes  are  main- 
tained at  all  Council's  post-war  housing  estates  for  the  supply  of 
piped  water. 

The  total  estimated  population  within  the  Council’s  water 
supply  area  is  7,500  and  approximately  3,800  have  a piped  water  supply. 


SEWER  AGE 


COSTESSEY 


Work  on  Phase  1 of  Section  3 of  the  Costessey  Sewerage  Scheme 
was  completed  during  the  year.  This  provides  for  the  sewerage  of 
Longwater  Lane  and  part  of  The  Street,  the  sewage  from  which  is  pumped 
by  means  of  vertical  spindle  pumps  from  the  new  Longwater  Lane  pumping 
station  to  the  existing  gravity  sewer  at  Dereham  Road.  The  completion 
of  this  scheme  enabled  the  Council  to  proceed  with  development  at  their 
housing  site  between  Folwell  Road  and  Longwater  Lane  which  could  not  be 
drained  to  the  Dereham  Road  sewer. 

The  new  sewer  also  provided  drainage  facilities  for  the  .private 
slaughterhouse  at  The  Street  where  during  recent  years  business  has 
considerably  increased  and  where  serious  nuisance  has  arisen  from  time 
to  time  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  old  drainage  disposal  arrangements. 

570  houses,  2 schools  and  the  slaughterhouse  referred  to 
above  are  now  connected  to  the  Costessey  sewers. 


PORINGLAND 


Works  commenced  in  March  on  Section  2 of  the  Poringland 
Sewerage  Scheme.  This  provides  for  the  sewering  of  Poringland  Street 
from  the  existing  sewer  at  Bungay  Road  to  the  Railway  Inn  Crossroads, 
Heath  Loke,  Oak  Avenue,  Sunnyside,  Stoke  Road  and  part  of  Long  Lane. 

All  of  these  sewers  will  drain  by  gravity  to  the  existing  disposal  works. 
In  addition,  the  scheme  provides  for  sewering  Norwich  Road  between 
the  Railway  Inn  crossroads  and  Octagon  Farm,  Caister  Lane  and  Southwood 
Drive.  The  sewage  from  this  area  will  gravitate  to  a new  pumping 
station  near  Octagon  Farm  and  be  pumped  by  vertical  spindle  pumps  from 
these  to  the  head  of  the  gravity  sewer  near  the  Railway  Inn. 

Extensions  to  the  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Dove  Lane  are  also 
being  made,  comprising  a new  storm  water  tank,  one  additional  filter 
bed  and  further  sludge  drying  beds. 
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Reasonably  good  progress  was  made  on  the  contract  and  by 
the  end  of  this  year  approximately  half  of  the  sewers  have  been 
constructed,  the  rising  main  from  the  new  pumphouse  has  been  laid 
and  approximately  70%  of  the  work  on  the  sewage  works  extension  has 
been  completed. 

A total  of  87  houses  are  now  connected  to  the  existing 
Poring land  sewer. 


HINGHAM 

In  July  work  commenced  on  the  Hall  Moor  sewerage  extension 
which  includes  the  sewering  of  Deopham  Road  between  the  "George"  P.H, , 
Deopham  Corner  and  Low  Road.  The  sewage  will  gravitate  to  a new 
pumping  station  and  from  there  be  pumped  by  means  of  sewage  ejectors 
to  the  existing  sewer  near  Mill  Corner.  The  sewer  trenches  are  in 
difficult  wet  ground,  necessitating  close  timbering  and  much  hand 
excavation.  Progress  has  been  slow,  and  so  far  approximately  50% 
of  the  sewerlaying  work  has  been  completed.  The  pumphouse  sub- 
structure has  been  constructed  and  work  is  in  progress  on  the  brick 
shell. 

350  houses  and  the  County  Council  Primary  School  are  at 
present  connected  to  the  existing  Hingham  sewer. 


GENERAL 

At  Trows©  where  the  sewage  gravitates  to  a pumping  station 
and  is  delivered  by  vertical  spindle  pumps  to  the  sewers  of  the 
Norwich  Corporation,  one  new  dwelling  was  connected  to  the  sewers, 
which  now  serve  some  150  houses  and  the  County  Council  Primary  School. 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plants  are  maintained  at  20 
Council  Housing  Sites,  and  these  serve  a total  of  380  dwellings,  one 
school  and  the  County  Fire  Service  Headquarters. 

At  Cuckoofield  Lane  housing  site,  Mulbarton,  the  Council's 
proposal  to  build  additional  houses  necessitated  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  which  are  already  somewhat  over- 
loaded. The  extension  has  been  designed  and  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  a tender  for  the  work  has  been 
accepted. 

A scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  Deopham 
Housing  Site  was  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  and  a tender  for  this  work  has  been  accepted.  This 
will  provide  sewerage  facilities  for  24  dwellings  and  the  adjoining 
County  Primary  School.  The  present  drainage  is  to  cesspools  which 
have  given  rise  to  frequent  trouble  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
posing of  the  effluent  by  soakaways,  the  ground  being  practically 
impermeable  clay. 
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STREET  LIGHTI NG 


At  the  request  of  the  Parish  Council  the  Council  agreed  to  the 
provision  of  street  lighting  at  Dereham  Road,  (Part  of  A. 47),  Costessey. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and 
Civil  Aviation,  and  in  December  a tender  for  the  work  was  accepted. 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  erection  of  69  lanterns  on  66  Group  ’A'  25  ft. 
high  columns  to  illuminate  the  length  of  Dereham  Road,  stretching  from 
the  Norwich  City  boundary  to  the  'Round  Well'  P0HC,  Costessey. 


NEW  BUI  L D I N G 


During  the  year  590  plans  were  deposited  for  Town  Planning 
permission  or  Building  Bye-law  approval.  The  pace  of  private  building 
has  been  maintained  at  a rate  similar  to  that  of  recent  years  although 
fewer  new  houses  were  completed  than  in  1957.  A total  of  118  dwellings 

and  16  council  dwellings  were  completed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
69  private  and  18  council  houses  were  under  construction. 

Supervision  of  the  work  and  administration  of  the  Building  Bye- 
laws has  proceeded  smoothly  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 
formal  action  to  deal  with  Bye-law  infringements.  All  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  have  been  satisfactorily  resolved  by  informal  action. 


WILLIAM  A.  JONES,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.S.H. 


Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Irene  B.M.  Green,  M,D. , B.S.,  D.P.H 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

Shops  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the 
Petroleum  Acts 

Geoffrey  A. J.  Browne,  F.A. P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 


B.G.B 
G.  J.L 
T.A. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  : 


.South,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H 
. Horne,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H 
Dawkins,  M. A. P.H.I, 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  : 

Willi  son  A.  Jones,  A.M.I.S.g.,  M.R.S.H. 


I 


